CHAPTER X
WHY DID FRANCE FALL?
AN AMERICAN MAY, I hope, attempt to answer the question
"Why did France fall?5* without seeming to criticize for the
sake of criticizing. France has been beaten, to the amazement
of her admirers, the grief of her friends, Britain still fights,
alone, indomitable. If we on this side of the Atlantic search
out the reasons for the French disaster it is because we know
we share in its results and because we wish in our own interest
to learn the lessons if we can.
I am not a military expert and have no qualifications for
passing judgment on matters of stategy. But it must be plain
to anyone who has read the preceding pages that the Allies
lost the war in the Low Countries and in France very quickly
indeed, even more quickly than most people seem to realize*
Within a few hours of beginning their attack on Holland
and Belgium the Germans had seized an essential tactical
advantage. In fact, it is arguable that the armies of those two
countries had already been defeated by noon on May 10*
And not only was their failure to prevent the Germans from
crossing the Maas and turning the defenses of the Albert Canal
an almost decisive blow to Holland and Belgium; it was a
strategic reverse of the first order for France and Britain. It
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